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Acknowledgement of Country

Sustainability Victoria acknowledges that we live and 

work on the lands of the world’s oldest and most 

sustainable culture. We acknowledge the deep 

connection to Earth of First Nations peoples and their 

invaluable contributions to our understanding of climate 

change and the environment. 
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What is the role of government?
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What is Victoria doing?

Victoria’s Circular Economy Policy

• A $515 million of investment into our 

recycling sector

• Container deposit scheme

• Standardised waste and recycling system

• Single-use plastic ban

• Regional Circular Economy Plans

• Circular Economy Act 2021

• Recycling Victoria, a new agency
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Unique role of Sustainability Victoria

Demonstrate what 

is possible

Make it easy 

to take part

Determine what is 

needed next

Practical 
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Markets 
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Investment 
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Service
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Home
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funding 

programs

Sector 

Roadmaps
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Demonstrate what is possible

Circular Economy

Business Innovation Centre
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Make it easier to take part
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Determine what is needed next

Sustainability Victoria Lab
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What’s our impact?

Divert 80% of waste from 

landfill by 2030

Cut waste generation by 

15% per capita by 2030

50% reduction of organics 

to landfill by 2030

Current contribution by SV funded 

projects (forecast tonnes)

2025 interim target

(tonnes)
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Scale and leadership

• Create opportunities for businesses to lead, not just government

• Give people the right tools and the right knowledge

• Sector and industry roadmaps

• Sustainability Victoria is aiming big, for big change

• Keep an eye on the website for upcoming grants and opportunities

Where to from here?
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Prof. Ian Overton
Chief Executive - GISA



Title

Circular Economy in SA

• Strategy – circularity / climate / nature

• Embedding – State Economic Statement, 
Advanced Remanufacturing Strategy, Climate 
Change Policy, etc

• Multiple levels - R&D, commercialisation, business 
support, capacity and infrastructure, market 
development, procurement, collaboration, 
metrics and LCA, policies, legislation, education 
and guides
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Waste Reduction SA

• Education of avoidance

• Circularity plans

• Design out waste

• Procurement of sustainable products

• Banning problematic products/materials

• Reusable products

• Compostable to support food waste

• Built environment, textiles

• Share, repair, repurpose

SAZERO
Zero Carbon/Zero Waste



Title

Resource Recovery SA

• Source segregation

• Uniform 3 bin system – home, school, public, 
street

• C&I collections

• Built environment and food waste

• Market development

• AD and Waste to Energy

• Zero avoidable landfill by 2030 (current 17%)



Food and organics 83% 

Recycled Post-Farm

Food Waste SA
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Amanda Kane
Organics Manager – NSW EPA
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Image: NSW progress on FOGO 2011 to now 19

FOGO – the naturally circular waste stream 

• NSW requiring statewide roll out by 2030

• Turns food waste into a product that helps food grow

• Sophisticated collection systems in place

• Existing and emerging technologies for processing

• Desirable as an end product – AD, compost, animal 

feed

• Beneficial – improves soil health, sequesters

carbon, improves water retention, boosts yields
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Source Starting Scraps phase 1 asset 20

Not all that easy  

• Human behaviour - people need to use it 

properly, resist change  

• Economics are tight, low willingness to pay  

(for the service and end product) 

• Avoidance - best, but hard and confusing 

• Infrastructure is expensive, has odour risks 

and people don’t want them next door

• Compost is bulky, expensive to buy and 

transport, hard to spread

• Quality is critical – but people keep wanting 

to put other things in it
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NSW program covering all bases

21

• Avoid – food donation and Love Food 

Hate Waste

• Supply – sorting, collection 

infrastructure, education, training 

• Sufficient processing capacity – 1.2 

million tonnes needed

• Product quality – NSW FOGO inputs 

limits, education

• Support end markets – Cool Compost, 

government procurement 

Image: EPA Net Zero organics program graphic
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Justine Severin
Director, Circular Economy Programs – QLD DES
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Department of Environment and Science

Justine Severin, Director - Programs

Office of Circular Economy

Queensland’s Transition to a Circular Economy



OFFICIAL

Waste Management and Resource Recovery Strategy
Strategic Priority 1
Reducing the impact of waste on the environment

Strategic Priority 2
Transitioning to a circular economy for waste

Strategic Priority 3
Building economic opportunity
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10-year  $1.1B Recycling and Jobs Fund

(budget allocation, 5 years)
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Circular Economy Initiatives - examples

• CE principle and definition 
included in Qld legislation, 
June 2023

• Draft Action Plans emphasise 
design, repair, reuse

• Solar Recovery Pilot 

• CE Accelerator Hubs -
Townsville, Mackay, 
Toowoomba

• EcoBiz – carbon module

• Buy Queensland 2023 – CE 
target alongside emissions 
reduction target
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Queensland Organics Strategy
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Challenges Opportunities
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